
Policy Brief [Part I]: Annual Status of Education in Gilgit-baltistan 2013 
 
International human rights conventions have 
recognized the right to education. This right has 
beenestablished by a succession of UN Conventions, 
from the UniversalDeclaration of Human Rights (1948) 
to the Convention on the Rightsof the Child (1989)1. For 
Pakistan, the 100% coverage of universal primary 
education among children of age 5-10 years is one of 
the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to be 
achieved by the year 2015. The indicators set in 
Pakistan and their respective targets are given in figure 
1.   
 
Many countries around the globe have enacted laws to 
ensure the access of their citizens to the primary 
education. Pakistan, being a responsible member of the international community, has inserted the article 25 A in 
the constitution, through the 18th amendment, which ensures the right to education of every child in Pakistan. The 
18th amendment, in addition, also devolved education to the provinces  and the provinces are now progressing for 
the implementation of this act at the provincial level. The Right to Education bill, so far, has been introduced in 
Islamabad Capital Territory and Sindh province. Balochistan, on the other hand, has introduced a right to 
education ordinance to implement this article in the province. Punjab and KPK are preparing the initial draft while 
AJK and GB are lagging behind. 
 
Although Gilgit-baltistan (GB) has not showed any progress for the implementation of Right to Education act, its 
progress along many indicators of education is comparatively better than many of the provinces in the country. 
The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2013 presents comparatively a very positive picture of the access to 
education in Gilgit-baltistan. The key indicators used to evaluate ‘Access’ to education include 1) Percentage of 
children (3-5yrs old) in preschools, and 2) the percentage of children (6-16yrs old) out of schools.  
 
 
 
Access to Education: 
 
1. Children in Pre School 
 
This indicator estimates the percentage of children of age 3-5 years enrolled in preschools.According to  ASER 
2013, Gilgit-Baltistan has 41% of all children within the age bracket of 3‐5 years enrolled in preschools as 
compared to 44% in 2012. It means on average 41 out of every 100 children of age 3-5 years, are going to 
preschools in the region of Gilgit-Baltistan, whereas 59 of them are out of preschools. 
 
There is a decrease of 3% preschool children in 2013 compared to 2012as shown in the table below. 
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Enrolled  44% 41% 
Not Enrolled  56% 59% 
Date Source: ASER 2013   

 
Among the districts of GB, Hunza-Nagar tops with a total of above 70% of children (3-5 yrs old) in preschools. In 
Hunza-nagar, on average, 71 out of every 100 children of age 3-5 years are enrolled in preschools. It is followed 
by  Ghizer(59.5%), then Gilgit(44.1%) and Ghanche(45%). The district of Astore(39.6%) has the third 
lowestpercentage,   followed by Skardu(28.9%).  The district of Diamer has the lowest percentage of children 
enrolled in preschools and conversely,it has the highest percentage of out of preschool children in the region. On 
average, 85 out of every 100 kids of age 3-5 are out of preschools in district Diamer.The figure 2, given below 
categorizes districts, according to their percentages of preschool children. 
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                                                                                    Figure 2 Gilgit-Baltistan 

 
The research suggests that  

 

 The economically disadvantaged children reap long-term benefits from preschool.  

 Well-designed preschool education programs produce long-term improvements in school success, including 

higher achievement test scores, lower rates of grade repetition and special education, and higher educational 

attainment2.  

 
Recommendations and Conclusion: 
 

 In 2013, there is a decrease in percentage of the children in preschool as compared to 2012. 
 Only the districts of Ghizer and Hunza-nagarperformed relatively well. The rest of districts, especially 

Diamer, need rapid improvement to get the children of age 3-5 year enrolled in preschools if GB is to 
meet MDGs by 2015. 

 The assembly of GB needs to legislate and make access to preschool a fundamental right of the children, 
making theprovincial government responsible for its provision. 

 Every government school in these districts must be equipped with trained teachers, equipment and 
learning material related to pre schooling. 

 Private sectors must be encouraged to establish preschools in the districts with higher out of school 
children of age 3-5 years. 

 Non-government organizations need to design cost effective and efficient preschool advocacy and 
interventionprograms engaging parents and communities in the districts of Diamer, Skardu, Astore, Gilgit, 
and Ghanche. 

 The lessons learnt and successful models of pre schooling from the district of Hunza-nagar, need to be 
extended to rest of the districts of GB. 
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